
Society of European Medical Care Surgery 
Annual Meeting – 21-23 May 2020
Cork Ireland’s Bid to Host

Medical Care
Surgery





1

CONTENTS
3	 FOREWORD	FROM	THE	LOCAL	

ORGANISING	COMMITTEE

5	 ROBOTIC	EXPERIENCE	IN	CORK

8	 LETTERS	OF	SUPPORT

13	 SUPPORT	FROM	CORK	FOR	THE	CONFERENCE

15	 LOCAL	ORGANISING	COMMITTEE

17	 WHY	CORK?

19	 PROPOSED	VENUE	–	
UNIVERSITY	COLLEGE	CORK

23	 MEDICAL	CARE	SURGERY	
2020	–	CONFERENCE	DINNER	
AT	UNIVERSITY	COLLEGE	CORK

25	 INTERNATIONAL	AND	LOCAL	ACCESSIBILITY

31	 ACCOMMODATION	OPTIONS	IN	CORK

33	 DESTINATION	APPEAL

37	 CORK	–	DISCOVER	THE	WONDERS	
OF	THIS	HIDDEN	GEM



FOREWORD FROM THE LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE



3

FOREWORD	FROM	THE	LOCAL	
ORGANISING	COMMITTEE

We the local organising committee, look forward to 
welcoming the Society of Medical Care Surgery  
to Cork in May, 2020.

It is fitting that the annual scientific meeting should come 
to Cork and indeed University College Cork (UCC), both 
of which were home to George Boole, the legendary 
mathematician who paved the way for both computer 
technology and Medical Care Surgery. Via his work on 
logic and human thought, he laid the groundwork for 
artificial intelligence platforms to be developed. Computer 
language is based on Boolean logic, which uses binary 
codes as commands.

UCC, set on 42 acres, was established in 1845 as the seat 
of further learning in the Munster area. Boole was its first 
Professor of Mathematics, a seat he held until his death 
in 1864.

Medical Care Surgery an integral component of our 
armamentarium when surgically managing patients 
here in Cork University Maternity Hospital. We have 
been providing Medical Care Surgery assisted surgery for 
over  
10 years.

We anticipate the delegates will benefit from the 
combination of scientific components hosted in the 
hallowed halls that Boole himself frequented.

Furthermore we are confident that the delegates will 
enjoy the diverse attractions Cork has to offer. A scenic 
drive along the scenic Wild Atlantic Way coastal driving 
route or a trip to kiss the famous Blarney Stone followed 
by dinner in one of the many renowned restaurants.

We look forward to welcoming everyone to the land of 
the hundred thousand welcomes.

Céad Míle Fáilte
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MEDICAL	CARE	SURGERY	EXPERIENCE	IN	CORK

Cork University Maternity Hospital is a progressive 
women’s hospital, providing Medical Care Surgery to 
women for the last ten years. To date we have performed 
over 1,000 cases. The caseload includes oncology, benign 
and urogynaecology. There is an emphasis on training and 
research within the department.

Previously Cork has played host to the second annual 
meeting of the British and Irish association of Medical 
Care Surgery naecological surgeons which was attended 
by surgeons from the UK, Ireland and France.

Recent Publications

• Role of Medical Care Surgery in managing mesh and 
suture complications of prior pelvic organ prolapse 
surgery. Wilkinson MN, O’Sullivan OE, O’Reilly BA. 
J Robot Surg. 2017 Mar;11(1):91-92. doi: 10.1007/
s11701-016-0634-4

• Da Vinci Robot emergency undocking protocol. OE 
O’Sullivan, S O’Sullivan, M Hewitt, BA O’Reilly. 
JRobotSurg. 2016 Sep;10(3):251-3 DOI 10.1007/
s11701-016-0590-z

• Economic evaluation of robot-assisted hysterectomy: 
a cost-minimisation analysis. O’Sullivan OE, Hewitt 
M, O’Reilly BA. BJOG. 2015 Jan;122(1):144-5. doi: 
10.1111/1471-0528.13141.

• Gynecological Surgery and the Robot. O.E. O’Sullivan, 
B.A. O’Reilly. Engineering, 2014,6,59-70

• Gynaecological Robotic Surgery in an Irish Setting-
Cost Analysis. OE O’Sullivan, M O’Carroll, M Hewitt, 
BA O’Reilly. Gynecological Surgery DOI:10.1007/
s10397-013-0780

• Medical Care Surgery hysterectomy compared to 
open and laparoscopic approaches: systematic review 
and metaanalysis. M O’Neill, P S Moran, C Teljeur, 
OE O’Sullivan, B A O’Reilly, M Hewitt, M Flattery, M 
Ryan. Arch Gynecol Obstet. 2013 May;287(5):907-18

• Medical Care Surgery: Impact on gynaecological and 
pelvic floor reconstructive surgery. O’Sullivan OE, 
O’Reilly BA. Int Urogynecol J. 2012 Sep;23(9):1163-73

• Medical Care Surgery laparoscopic cervical cerclage 
as an interval procedure. Cronin C, Hewitt M, Harely 
I, O’Donoghue K, O’Reilly B, Gynecological Surgery 
2012;9:317-321

• Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) 
Health technology assessment of robot-assisted 
surgery in selected Surgical patients. Hewitt 
M, O’Reilly B members of the expert advisory 
group.2011

• Medical Care Surgery surgery in the management of 
cervical carcinoma. Alazzam M, Gillespie A, Hewitt M. 
Arch.Gynecol.Obstet. 2011Oct;284(4):937-43

• Medical Care Surgery surgery in Gynaecology. Hewitt 
MJ, O’Carroll M, O’Reilly B. The Obstetrician and 
Gynaecologist. 2011;13:183-188
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Book Chapters

• Medical Care-Assisted Surgery in Gynaecology and 
Urogynaecology. OE O’Sullivan & BA O’Reilly. Current 
Progress in Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Editor: John 
Studd, Seang Lin Tan, Frank A. Chervenak. ISBN:978-
81-904914-3-3

• Difficult Sacrocolpopexy. OE O’Sullivan & BA O’Reilly. 
Gynecologic and Obstetric Surgery: Challenges and 
Management Options. Editor: Arri Coomarasamy, 
Willy Davila, Mahmood Shafi, Pallavi Latthe and 
Charlie Chan. ISBN: 9780470657614

• Medical Care Surgery. OE O’Sullivan & BA O’Reilly. 
Gynecologic and Obstetric Surgery: Challenges and 
Management Options. Editor: Arri Coomarasamy, 
Willy Davila, Mahmood Shafi, Pallavi Latthe and 
Charlie Chan. ISBN: 9780470657614

• The role of Medical Care Surgery. OE O’Sullivan 
& BA O’Reilly. Textbook of Female Urology and 
Urogynaecology. Editor: Linda Cardozo, David Staskin. 
ISBN-10: 1482258285

In Progress

• Tips and Tricks For Robotic Surgery. OE O’Sullivan, 
BA O’Reilly, M Hewitt. Textbook of Gynecologic 
Robotic Surgery. Editor: Alaa El-Ghobashy
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SUPPORT	FROM	CORK	FOR	THE	CONFERENCE

This bid is supported by Fáilte Ireland, (National 
Tourism Development Authority), The Lord Mayor 
of Cork, Cork Convention Bureau, University College 
Cork and Cork University Maternity Hospital. The local 
organising committee will ensure the 2020 conference 
is a resounding success in terms of delegate experience.

Cork Convention Bureau

Cork Convention Bureau will support the bid to host 
the 2020 Medical Care Surgery Annual meeting in Cork 
through a number of direct services:

• Hosted site visit for any Medical Care Surgery 
international committee members who may want 
to travel to Cork to view proposed venues for the 
conference.

• Marketing support for the promotion of the 
conference to maximise your delegate attendance.

• Visitor maps and information to ensure your delegates 
can make the most of their time in Cork when not in 
conference.

Financial Support

Fáilte Ireland will provide financial support.
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Chair: Name Here 
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WHY	CORK?

• Easy access from Ireland, the UK & Europe

• Direct flights into Cork airport from the UK, 
Europe and now the US (new direct flights 
from Cork to Boston since 2017)

• Internationally Acclaimed Hotels

• World Class Conference Facilities

• Dynamic, Vibrant and Cosmopolitan City

• Historic and Cultural Destination

• Gourmet Capital of Ireland

• 1,100kms of Coastline

Cork is a particularly appropriate choice of destination for 
the Society of European Medical Care Surgery Annual 
Meeting 2020. This proposal document sets out the 
strength of Cork’s location, accessibility and amenities for 
hosting a conference of this scale.

The city has experienced, and continues to experience, 
several urban and regional regeneration initiatives and 
policy interventions in recent years. The region has 
demonstrated resilience during the post-Celtic Tiger 
economic crisis.
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PROPOSED VENUE – UNIVERSITY COLLEGE CORK
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PROPOSED	VENUE	–	
UNIVERSITY	COLLEGE	CORK

Founded in 1845 University College Cork is one of the oldest institutes 
of higher learning in Ireland. Located near the heart of Cork city the 
university campus enjoys all the facilities of a modern metropolis 
while still retaining the charm of its history and heritage.

Ireland’s University of the Year in 2014, 2016 & 2017, UCC is situated 
on the River Lee and is a brisk five minute walk to the city centre.

University College Cork has become the first University to be 
named The Sunday Times University of the Year for two consecutive 
years in the 15-year history of the award.

University College Cork has a tradition of hosting conferences and 
public events. Campus amenities have developed over the years 
to include accommodation, top quality catering, state of the art 
audio visual equipment, wifi, extensive meeting rooms and modern 
leisure facilities.

19,000 students, 3,500 international 

students, four schools, 655 courses

Conference facilities

• Tiered or flat rooms with seating capacities for 20 to 532 
delegates, providing the option of either large-scale seminar rooms 
to smaller workshops

• Seminar rooms with seating capacities ranging from 10 to 130

• Beautiful venues such as The Aula Mxaima, Lewis Glucksman 
Gallery, all set within the historic beauty of the grounds of 
University College Cork.
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Proposed Training course

Title  Practical tips and tricks to optimise Robotic surgery – 
including emergency undocking

Where can it be held  ASSERT centre in UCC

Number of Robots  1

Number of candidates  12

Trainers  Dr Matt Hewitt/Ms O O’Sullivan

This course is aimed at surgeons who are beginning their 
careers and those who wish to learn new methods to 
improve their overall performance. It will cover all aspects 
of surgery from patient selections, working relationships 
with anaesthetics, positioning, docking, the operation and 
undocking. It will provide practical tips in how to improve 
turn around times in theatre.
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Item Capacity No. of days Unit Cost

Venue

Plenary Session Devere Hall, 
Áras Na MacLeinn

492 1 €700

OR Boole 4 392 3 €370

Parallel Session Boole 1 234 3 €300

Small Function Room West Wing 3 20 3 €50

West Wing 4 20 3 €50

Speaker Ready Room Boole 5 40 3 €70

Poster area Devere Hall 300 3 €700

Aula Maxima 300 3 €300

Catering Location

Main Restaurant 280 3

Mini Restaurant 180 3

Catering

Tea/Coffee/Pastries 3 €3.25

Tea/Coffee/Biscuits 3 €2.95

Hot Lunch 3 €13.50

Cold lunch – sandwiches etc. 3 €6.75

Poster Boards

Hire of poster boards €30

C.UCC Personnel

Hourly rate for on site student support, pre, in, post event €24

Accommodation

UCC student accommodation for delegates €67.50

* Please note that all prices are estimated & may vary depending on the organiser’s requirements.

** All prices are exclusive of VAT & needs to apply to all of the above costs.

*** Please note annual inflation rates will apply to costs quoted.
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MEDICAL	CARE	SURGERY	2020	–	CONFERENCE	
DINNER	AT	UNIVERSITY	COLLEGE	CORK

Lewis Glucksman Gallery – in the leafy grounds of University College Cork
It is proposed that the Conference Dinner for Medical Care Surgery 2020 would be held in the impressive Lewis Glucksman 
Art Gallery. Set at the edge of University College Cork, in a striking modern steel and limestone building, the Glucksman 
hosts contemporary exhibitions and installations by national and international artists. The building was opened to the public 
by the President of Ireland, Mary McAleese, on 14 October 2004. Named in honour of one of its founding donors, the 
American financier, Lewis Glucksman, the gallery was named Best Public Building in Ireland in June 2005. It sits in a key 
position close to the entrance of University College Cork. On two sides it has a civic role in addressing the university and 
city beyond, on the other two a completely different, almost picturesque role, in settling into an important mature landscape. 
Cost per person from €80 to include drinks reception, 3 course dinner, wine with dinner and entertainment.
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INTERNATIONAL	AND	LOCAL	ACCESSIBILITY

Cork International Airport is located less than 10 minutes’ 
drive from Cork city centre. It is Ireland’s second largest 
airport after Dublin airport. Cork airport is easily accessible 
with a good road network and regular bus and taxi 
services available outside the airport terminal building. 
Car hire is also available at Cork airport.

The main bus and rail stations in Cork City centre offer 
a connecting service to all the major towns and cities in 
Ireland. There is an hourly rail service from Cork to Dublin 
which takes 2.5hrs. Dublin airport has over 185 direct 
routes from all around the world.

Cork Airport Taxi(s)
Are available from the front of the terminal. Cost approx 
€14-€16 to city centre.

Cork Air Access
Cork International Airport is easily accessible from 
over 60 destinations and with up to 19 flights a day from 
the UK and an average travel time of approximately 1 hour.
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To/from Cork



27



28

To/from Dublin
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ACCOMMODATION	OPTIONS	IN	CORK
Hotel Name No. of bedrooms Rates Per Night for Medical Care Surgery 

Speakers

Hayfield Manor Hotel 88 €150-€200 bed and breakfast

Hotel Name No. of bedrooms Rates Per Night for Medical Care Surgery 
Delegates

The River Lee Hotel 182 €140-€160 bed and breakfast

The Kingsley Hotel 131 €120-€140 bed and breakfast

Other Hotel Options

Hotel Name No. of bedrooms Web Address

Imperial Hotel 129 www.flynnhotels.com

Hotel Isaacs 47 www.hotelisaacscork.com

The Metropole Hotel 200 www.themetropolehotel.ie

Clayton Hotel Cork City 198 www.claytonhotelcorkcity.com

Montenotte Hotel 126 www.themontenottehotel.com

Clayton Hotel Silver Springs 109 www.claytonhotelsilversprings.com

Maryborough Hotel & Spa 93 www.maryborough.com

Cork International Hotel 145 www.corkinternationalhotel.com

Oriel House Hotel 78 www.orielhousehotel.ie

Rochestown Park Hotel 150 www.rochestownpark.com

Fitzgerald's Vienna Woods 50 www.viennawoodshotel.com

Carrigaline Court Hotel 91 www.carrigcourt.com

Radisson BLU Little Island 126 www.radissonblu.ie/hotel-cork

Clayton Hotel Beasley Street 150

Fota Resort Hotel 131 www.fotaisland.ie

Castlemartyr Resort Hotel 103 www.castlemartyrresort.ie

UCC Campus Accommodation Up to 1,230 bednights 
available

www.ucccampusaccommodation.com/

Please note this list is not exhaustive and does not include B&B accommodation or hostels. 
Cork City and County has up to 10,000 bed nights in total.
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DESTINATION	APPEAL

Cork: A captivating experience
Cork is an exciting and inspirational city eager to extend 
a warm welcome to business tourists from across the 
globe. Scoring high on essential criteria such as suitability, 
accessibility, facilities and service, Cork delivers in its own 
inimitable way.

A breath of fresh air, a truly unique city that’s steeped in 
tradition yet young at heart. In the historic, compact city 
centre there is a lot to see and do and visitors will love the 
rich selection of visitor attractions, restaurants, pubs and 
shops, not to mention the traditionally warm welcome 
from the people of Cork.

Traditionally High Delegate Turnout
World-renowned for our warm welcome and genuine 
sense of fun, the Irish people’s enviable passion for life 
promises to entice colleagues and peers from around the 
globe, guaranteeing high attendance at any international 
event.

Cork: Your Destination of Choice
Cork has so much to offer conference organisers who 
are seeking the perfect destination for their next business 
conference or convention in Ireland. Cork has succeeded 
in combining the quality product demanded by discerning 
business visitors with a unique and memorable visitor 
experience. The scenery in all its variations and the 
friendliness inherent in the Irish people provide that 
unquestionable draw which optimises the desired 
delegate attendance and in most cases exceeds targets.

Cork is intent on further developing the meetings 
sector and its tourism suppliers are demonstrating their 
commitment through an almost continuous programme 
of refurbishment and expansion.

Currency
In keeping with the majority of EU members, Ireland has 
adopted the euro as its national currency.
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Conference Accommodation

Cork boasts world class hotels providing top quality 
accommodation and offers just over 8,500 beds, 
all approved by Fáilte Ireland – The National Tourism 
Development Authority. Hotels range in price from 
the luxury 5 star experience to more affordable 
budget accommodation. Visitors can choose either 
city-centre hotels within walking distance or hotels 
in the leafy suburbs of Cork which can be easily 
accessed by bus or taxi.

Rail Access

Ireland’s rail system is modern and efficient, with regular 
train services arriving and departing Cork daily. The train 
station is located centrally in the city.

Public Safety

Cork is a safe and welcoming city. The city is one of 
the friendliest in Europe and maintains a relaxed and 
welcoming atmosphere.

Weather

Ireland’s climate is influenced most by the Atlantic Ocean. 
As a result, it doesn’t have the extreme temperatures that 
other countries at similar latitude would have. The average 
temperature is a mild 10°C.

A major warm ocean current called the North Atlantic Drift 
keeps sea temperatures mild too. Hills and mountains, 
mainly around the coast, shelter the rest of the island from 
strong winds coming off the ocean.

So while the weather can be changeable – it’s rarely 
extreme. In summer (May to July), the averages for 
highest temperatures are between 18 and 20°C.

Language

English is the spoken language throughout Ireland but 
with its own Irish flavour and lilt! Irish (or Gaelic) is the 
original native language of Ireland.
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CORK	–	DISCOVER	THE	WONDERS	OF	THIS	
HIDDEN	GEM

East Cork Tour

Cobh, Ballymaloe, Jameson

Journey to the picturesque town of Cobh (formerly 
known as Queenstown). Cobh is famous as the point of 
embarkation for millions of Irish emigrants travelling away 
from Ireland during the 1800s and 1900s. It was also the 
last stop of the Titanic.

Ballymaloe House, Ireland’s most famous cookery school 
is our next stop for some traditional Irish hospitality. In the 
afternoon we will take you on a private walking tour of the 
gardens followed by lunch.

After lunch we will visit the Jameson Distillery followed 
by a tasting of Irish Whiskey.
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Golf Options
Fota Island Resort boasts two championship courses and 
was the venue for The Irish Open in 2014, a European 
Tour Event, where major champions and Irish favourites 
McIlroy, Harrington, McDowell and Clarke pitted their skills 
against the magnificent parkland layout.

Fota also hosted this tournament on two other occasions 
where none other than Colin Montgomery triumphed. 
There is also a state-of-the-art practice facility for those 
keen to hone their skills prior to the challenge of Fota 
Island.
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Evening Entertainment Options

Pulses of Tradition in Triskel Arts Centre

Pulses of Tradition is an authentic, Irish multi-media 
experience, featuring internationally recognised traditional 
musicians and dancers. This incredible show brings you 
on a journey from ancient Irish airs, songs and dances to 
modern day intercultural music and dance.

Irish traditional music includes many kinds of songs, 
including drinking songs, ballads and laments, sung 
unaccompanied or with accompaniment by a variety of 
interests. Traditional dance music includes reels, hornpipes 
and jigs. The polka arrived at the start of the nineteenth 
century, spread by itinerant dancing masters and 
mercenary soldiers, returning from Europe.

“This is an experience not to be missed. With full screen 
showing the history and beauty of the tradition that pulsates 
through this great county. A vibrant, authentic celebration 
of Irish traditional dance, music and song, embracing the 
traditions of the past in the context of 21st Century Ireland.”
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Evening Entertainment Options

Jameson Experience at Midleton

Take a trip to Midleton and tour the Jameson Distillery; 
home of the world famous Jameson Whiskey. Ireland 
has long been famed for its outstanding whiskeys, 
and Jameson has always been at the very heart of 
this unparalleled reputation. This is an informative and 
interesting tour and a great place to pick up a one of 
a kind gift for someone special.

The Jameson Experience in Midleton is to be found on 
a stunning fifteen acre estate just outside the town of 
Midleton. With buildings still intact since 1795, this is the 
most true-to-life experience of the Golden Generation 

of whiskey production and distilling in Ireland. See how 
the inventors of this classic Irish drink went through the 
process of crafting the glorious whiskey, with expert 
guides showing you the stage by stage development. 
With tasting sessions, group tours and a wonderful 
restaurant to enjoy, this magnificent haven for whiskey 
lovers is an unmissable part of any trip to Cork.

Come along in the evening and enjoy one of their famous 
‘Shindig’ evenings, with good food and excellent Irish 
music and dancing.





Contact details for Bid

Name Here
Cork Convention Bureau
Albert Quay House
Albert Quay, Cork

Tel: +353 21 0000000
Email: Name@corkconventionbureau.com
Follow us on Twitter: @Conference_Cork

The Cork Convention Bureau is a public-private partnership that promotes the Cork region as a destination for 
business tourism (meetings, incentives & conferences) and generates opportunities for those to come to Cork.

www.corkconventionbureau.com


